THE WARRIOR’S FAITH- 08-15-10
Eph.6: 16- In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one.
Every day we wake up and step into an invisible war that the majority of the American church is unaware of. For those who are, they rise and step onto the field of battle each and every moment of their lives. But even though they are aware of the battle raging around them, there are even fewer who are dressed for war and even fewer who dress for war and appropriate the armor and weapons in destroying the works of the devil. For this believing warrior has matured into being a strong weapon for God Almighty in defeating evil, healing the broken-hearted, and setting captives free, while establishing the rightful authority of the kingdom of heaven here on earth. This is why we must not only put on Jesus Christ, but keep Him on so the world can see Him through us.
So far we have gone a little deeper in our understanding of being girded with truth. It is so we don’t act in presumption, make incorrect judgments, and act from our agitated emotions. The breast plate of righteousness is given so we can put our complete trust in Jesus Christ by entrusting our hearts (spirits) from any acts of betrayal or assaults that could hurt or inflict damage to us by others; within or outside of Christ. We know we are made right with God because of the cross of Christ and we have a secure position in Him as long as we maintain the relationship with God. We care more of God’s opinions and what He says than we do of men. We are free from the fear of men, trusting in God’s plan for us. And last week we addressed having the gospel message of peace on our feet ready to share with everyone the good news of God’s salvation for the world. Knowing the truth that God is not angry with us and we no longer need to be at odds with Him, we rest in the full assurance of His love. When we are opposed by those who reject our message, peace is able to keep us from slipping or lose ground; but rather it enables us to stand strong in Christ in spite of the intense battle that is raging in the hearts and souls of the unregenerated.
“In all circumstances” is simply referring, like the credit card,- don’t go anywhere with it. The Roman soldier carried a shield made of wood and leather with an iron frame. It was about 4’ tall and 2’ wide. Sometimes the soldier would soak his shield in water so their shield could quench the fiery arrows that their enemy would shoot at them. It was not optional for the soldier to go into battle with out a shield, it was mandatory. The shield would offer protection from the variety of weapons their enemies would employ against them and they place their total faith in it.
Faith

What is N.T. faith and what does it look like?

Heb.11:1- Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Faith believes to the point of an active commitment. One can hope for a lot of things and still never realize its truth. Only when one puts feet on what they are hoping for will God work. This truth is further brought into clarity by the examples in the chapter of Heb.11. True N.T. faith actively trusts and moves on what God has said. No matter how desperate or dire the situation is or looks, as long as we are doing what God has said to us, either verbally or through His written word, it will come to pass. The moment we begin to waver, just like Peter did when He walked on the water with Jesus, is the moment we’ve allow the enemy to take faith from us.
Gen.15:1- After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”

After what things? The answer is found in Gen.14 where we learn that 4 kings made war against five kings. The four defeated the five of which they took everything that these kings had; including the nephew of Abram: Lot. One who had escaped from the battle came and told Abram what had happen and who was taken. Abram mounted up with 318 men he had trained in pursuit of these kings.
When he had found them Abram’s men defeated the four kings; took what was taken, including Lot. Upon his return Abram met the king of Salem, Melchizedek, gave him a tithe of everything taken and Melchizedek served Abram wine and bread, the first communion.

God spoke to Abram and stated that He was his Abram’s shield. Abram had put his life into God’s hands and completely trusted Him. David stated the same thing in Ps.3:3 that the Lord is his shield. The great patriarchs and prophets lived this way. They put their faith in God and lived as one in desperation for God to do what He had promised them. And this is the same for the modern warrior of the kingdom of heaven. We must put our complete trust in God so the kingdom can advance. There is no retreat for the warriors of God.
We must understand that our shield of faith doesn’t protect from the trials of life. These trials are meant to perfect it. We must believe that God is in control and nothing escapes His eyes. Armed with this knowledge we can trust that God will not allow anything to come to us that we cannot bear unless He allows it, 1Cor.10:13.
The Enemies Weapons

Now Satan knows that if he can destroy our faith we become defenseless and defeated. He will send temptation our way. For men it may be women, power, money. For women it may be vanity of beauty, jewelry, recognition. If we are successful in resisting the pressure we begin to advance the kingdom of light against the darkness.
Satan then changes the assault with accusations, bouts of doubt, anxiety. He will unleash the spirits of fear. Lies will spread like fire, half truths will be spoken and distortions of character will be painted against us. All designed to disqualify us from the battle. Our minds are spinning like a top because we can’t believe this is happening to us. We’ve try to convince ourselves that we’ve done nothing to warrant such treatment. Yes we have! We renounced our former life and committed to live for God. Don’t think it so strange. This is what happens when you switch teams. Your friends and family members of your former life are now your opponents and they are willing to be used by the devil to cause distress in our lives unknowingly.

If we continue to resist, the tactic of distractions, bouts of depression, vain imaginations flood our minds where we just want to shrivel up and die. Spirits of confusion flood our thoughts with untruths. And, as if that isn’t enough, the best part is still to come-persecutions. 
Persecutions can take on various forms from being left out of family functions to actual beatings, confiscation of possessions, and imprisonment with the penalty of death. Is that the kind of faith you’re operating with? This is what is in store for the warrior of Christ.
Our faith is the most precious thing that we have and the devil will throw everything he has against it. Do not accept what he says to you. Do not accept the situations and circumstances you may find yourself in. Build your most holy faith in knowing God, knowing His character and knowing His word.

1Jn.5:1-5
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of Him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome for everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world-our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

God is more than able to take care of what Satan throws at us. It is imperative for us to take the measure of faith that God has given to us and exercise it so to have a strong faith in God. Stop praying for more faith and start exercising what you have been given for without faith it is impossible to please God and what pleases God, is us stepping out upon it with our eyes focused on Jesus.

For us to advance the cause of Christ we need our shields for defense, but also for the purpose of pushing back against the pressures from the kingdom of darkness. Strong faith believes in advancing against the gates of hell. Faith is the front line of the war and it will always lead us into victory.
For the believer who lives hidden, silent and secure, but alone and afraid has no faith, just knowledge. But the believer who trusts God and goes forth preaching and teaching the gospel will have a life so rich in God that the preciousness of their faith has been refined so much so, that all that anyone sees if Jesus Christ the Son of God through us.
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