aThe Gospel: Peace with God Part II

 Good news of relationship to God as Father!
Introduction

 Peace with God leads us to stand before a Sovereign King as children come to their father.  This is only possible because our relationship with Him has been restored.  As we mature in our identity as His adopted, we begin to walk with God as Christ did knowing that the Father loves His sons and daughters and welcomes them with open arms. We are no longer at “war” with Him because we have been reconciled through our faith in Jesus’ Cross.

Review from Sunday July 29th 
A. What did the Cross of Christ do for us?
1. He took the penalty for sin on Himself by being our high priest.

Hebrews 7:25

2.  We were made right before God through faith.

Hebrews 9:11-14

3. We became the children of God!

Hebrews 2:9-11

B. What modern day illustrations are there of the Cross of Christ?
1.  Father and son completed Iron Man Triathlon – 2.4 mile swim, 120 mile ride and 26.2 mile run.

2.  Father needed life boat and harness and custom bike and wheel chair to carry son through the event.

3. Father cared for his own needs but needs of his son in order for them to complete competition.    

4.  Son was completely unable to exert any effort as father carried him through the competition.

C. Conclusion 
Through the illustration of Team Hoyt, we see a father doing the impossible for a helpless child via specialized equipment. This is an illustration of the gospel of Jesus Christ where God our Father sent His Son to the Cross so we could attain a righteousness we could never attain otherwise.  This is the meaning of the Gospel.

D. What does Father expect of us as children in light of the Cross of Christ?
1.  To mature in our character 
2. To bear fruit in serving others 

Matthew :1-18

Luke 13:18-21

E. What should we do in light of the Cross of Christ?
1. Relate to God Almighty as God our Father

Romans 8:14-17

Galatian 4:6

2. Be bold in approaching Him 

Hebrews 4:14-16

Hebrews 10:19-22

3. Be honest about your sin
a. Acknowledge your sin.

1 John 1:8-10

b.  Ask the Father to forgive you for your sin because of Jesus’ Cross.  
1 John 2:1-2

c. If you fail to repent, your sin will destroy your life.
Hebrews 3:12-19

d. Expect to God to correct in love because of our sin
Hebrews 12:7-11

 4.  Be focused in life and persistent in prayer 

Hebrews 12:1-3

Luke 11: 9-13

F.  Conclusion
As God’s children through our faith in the cross of Jesus, we are called to an intimate relationship with the living God.  We no longer live in fear of Him, we grow to live life as representatives of heaven while on earth by being conformed to His image and being His hands and voice to those in need. 
