The Gospel: Peace with God Part I

 Good news of relationship to God as Father!
Introduction

 Peace with God leads us to stand before a Sovereign King as children come to their father.  This is only possible because our relationship with Him has been restored.  As we mature in our identity as His adopted, we begin to walk with God as Christ did knowing that the Father loves His sons and daughters and welcomes them with open arms. We are no longer at “war” with Him because we have been reconciled through our faith in Jesus’ Cross.

A. What did the Cross of Christ do for us?

1. He took the penalty for sin on Himself by being our intercessor/high priest.

Hebrews 7:25

25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.
Hebrews 8:1-2  and Romans 3:25

2.  We were made right before God through faith.

Hebrews 9:11-14

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 John 3:19-23 and  Hebrews 10:11-18
3. We became the children of God!

Hebrews 2:9-11

9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.

1 Peter 3

B. What should we do in light of the Cross of Christ?

1. Relate to God Almighty as God our Father

Romans 8:14-17

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs —heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

Galatian 4:6

2. Be bold in approaching Him 

Hebrews 4:14-16

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are —yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Hebrews 10:19-22

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.

3. Be honest about your sin

a. Acknowledge your sin.

1 John 1:8-10

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us.
 James 3:1, 7 - 8 

b..  Ask the Father to forgive you for your sin because of Jesus’ Cross.  

1 John 2:1-2

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
Acts 10:42-44

c. If you fail to repent, your sin will destroy your life.
Hebrews 3:12-19

12 See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction firmly to the very end. 15 As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.”

16 Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief.

Ephesians 4:17-19, 22  and Romans 6:23

d. Expect to God to correct in love because of our sin
Hebrews 12:7-11
 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline —then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
I Cor 1:321

 4.  Be focused in life and persistent in prayer 

Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
Luke 11: 9-13
C. What modern day illustrations are there of the Cross of Christ?

 1.  Make note of the event – Iron Man Triathlon - 2.4-mile  swim, a 112-mile  bike and a marathon 26.2-mile  run without a break
2.  Extra equipment  – inflatable raft, special bike and wheel chair
3. Extra effort needed – Father - ~65 yrs old, completed 6 triathlon  

4.  Son’s ability/response -  Son was smiling/joyful and completely disabled

D. Conclusion 
Through the illustration of Team Hoyt, we see a father doing the impossible for a helpless child via specialized equipment. This is an illustration of the gospel of Jesus Christ where God our Father sent His Son to the Cross so we could attain a righteousness we could never attain otherwise.  This is the meaning of the Gospel.
 
Part II

WHAT DOES THE GOSPEL OF PEACE DO IN OUR LIVES AND IN THE LIVES OF THOSE AROUND US?

 Maturity in Christ and influence on those around in Christ’s Name

1. Peace with God leads us to stand in the presence of a powerful lord as a star employee stands before their boss because of their effectiveness and their fruitfulness.  As we mature in our destiny, we begin to walk with God in way that we expect to do greater works of Christ.

Jer 29:11 – a plan, a hope and a future

Eph 2: - predestined for good works

Hebrews 13:

20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Colossians 1

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light.

1.  cause us to live holy and God-pleasing lives

Romans 12:1

2.  makes us productive and fruitful in our daily lives 

Ephesians 2:10

3.  grow in our understanding of God

Eph 1:17-18

4.  grow patience and endurance in our lives by His strength

2 Tim 2:3-4

3 Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer.

James 1:2-4

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.

5.  live a life of worship and thanksgiving 


Phillipians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

1 Peter 4:13

13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.

WHAT DOES THE GOSPEL OF PEACE DO IN THE WORLD AROUND US?

IMPACT ON THE WORLD AROUND US

2.  The peace of God brings about different reactions in people based upon their relationship with the Lord. Generally speaking, it is clear from Scripture that gospel either draws people or repels people.  There is no middle ground.

John14:27 

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

Matthew 10:34

34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.

1. supernatural assistance from God 

a. grace to serve others sacrificially

Acts 9:36-43

36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!” 39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 

b. grace to show the world Christ

Matthew 5:14-16

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

John 13:34-35

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

c. grace to stand up and speak out for Christ

Acts 6:8-10 and 7:54-60

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia —who began to argue with Stephen. 10 But they could not stand up against the wisdom the Spirit gave him as he spoke…

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

2. Favor with (some) people 

a.  Welcomed to join in with them

Acts 16:13-15

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We sat down and began to speak to the women who had gathered there. 14 One of those listening was a woman from the city of Thyatira named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth. She was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” she said, “come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.

b.  Given resources by them

Acts 28:7-10

7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He welcomed us to his home and showed us generous hospitality for three days. 8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. 9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were cured. 10 They honored us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed.

3. Opposition from (many) people

a. tribulation and trial

Matthew 5:10

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Acts 8:1-3

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in prison.

b. accusation

Matthew 5:11

11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.

Acts 14:1-3

At Iconium Paul and Barnabas went as usual into the Jewish synagogue. There they spoke so effectively that a great number of Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the Jews who refused to believe stirred up the other Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers.

Acts 14:19

 19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.

c. temptation

 
Wearing the Sandals of the Gospel of Peace 

Part 1

1. What is peace ?

a. right relationship

b. proper function

2. What peace is not?

a. serenity – peace exists in times of conflict, serenity does not.  Peace is active, serenity is passive

b. well wishes or bliss – euphoric, isolated sentiments do not reflect the kingdom

3.What does peace with God look like? 

a. 

b.

Part 2 

1.  What is peace review 

2. What peace affords us

3.  What does peace look like in relationship with others?

Part 3 

1.  What peace affords us review 

2. Spreading the Gospel: Walking in peace causes us to impact the world around not, not us be effected by the world 

3.  
